	US HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT
COURSE SYLLABUS
MR. DOSER
	NAME: ______________________________



Course Description This course surveys U.S. history from colonial times to the present. It begins with events leading up to the Revolutionary War and emphasizes the development of the United States from the Civil War to the present. Students take the U.S. History and Government Regents examination at the end of this course. 

Conduct There are 3 behavior guidelines in my classroom:

1. Be polite and honest.
2. Be prepared.
3. Be on time.

Expectations Students are expected to attend all classes unless illness or other legal absence makes attendance impossible. If you are absent, you are responsible for finding out about missed assignments. Cheating, lying, and plagiarizing demean the process of education and will result in severe consequences. Assignments are expected to be turned in on time. Any assignments turned in after the beginning of class are considered late. Late assignments will receive only 50% credit (unless you have an approved excuse).

Required materials Be prepared for every class session. Preparation includes pen or pencil, 8 x 10 size writing paper and a binder to keep handouts given to you.
Homework Homework is assigned on a regular basis. You are expected to read the assigned material before class and be prepared to discuss the material, as well as completing written assignments.

Assignments/Grading Assignments throughout the year may include homework, in-class activities, group work, projects (which will be explained later), quizzes, tests, current events assignments and exams. 
Why study current events? Our present time is shaped by events in the past. When we understand the past, we have a better understanding of the present. Therefore, it is important to be aware what is going on in the world today. Occasionally, you will present to the class a summary of a newsworthy and historically appropriate event. Specifics about this will be explained later. 

In US History 11, we will use all education resources available, including the textbook, videos, primary source documents, the library, online resources and computers. Rubrics (grading criteria) will be used to assess your written assignments. The rubrics will be shared with you. All written assignments must be written in complete, sensible sentences in paragraph form using proper English construction.  Responses must completely and reasonably answer the question.  

How your grade is calculated: Each assignment is worth a particular maximum number of points. At the end of the marking period, I add up the number of points you have earned and divide by the total points possible for the marking period. For example, if the total number of points during a quarter is 165 and you earned 155, the percentage grade is 93.9%. Up to 5% of your mark will be from class participation. Your effort, behavior and attitude are considered part of the class participation grade. A high class participation mark can make the difference between good grade and a better grade.
Textbooks The textbook is supplied to you. I expect each book to be returned to me at the end of the year in good condition.  If your textbook is not in good condition at the end of the year, you will have to pay to replace the book.
Textbook title: The Americans, McDougal Littell; Evanston, IL, 2003.
How to contact me. I’m available every day for help and also by appointment. I can be found in room D21. Also, you can contact me by email: mdoser@penfield.edu
If you have any other questions or concerns, please see me. Welcome to US History 11! 

Review this document with your parent. Sign in the appropriate place and return by the next class.
____________________________     ________________________________
Student 



    Parent / guardian
US History 11 course outline:

I. The War for Independence

II. Shaping a New Nation

a) The Articles of Confederation

b) The Constitution

III. The Constitution in Our Lives

a) How the Constitution affects us today

b) The Bill of Rights

d) Landmark court cases involving the Bill of Rights

IV. The New Nation

V. Balancing Nationalism and Sectionalism

VI. Reforming American Society

VII. Expanding Markets and Moving West.

VIII. The Union in Peril

IX. The Civil War

X. Reconstruction
XI. Changes on the Western Frontier

XII. A New Industrial Age

XIII. Immigrants and Urbanization

XIV. Life at the Turn of the 20th Century
XV. The Progressive Era

XVI. American Imperialism

XVII. World War I

XVIII. The Roaring 20’s

XIX. The Great Depression

XX. World War II

XVI. The Cold War

XVII. The Post-Cold War World
XVIII. Current Issues
